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President’s Message 
 

 
 

It is an honor to write my first letter as your 2016-2018 New York 
Association for Play Therapy president.  This is the second time I have 
followed one of my mentors into this position.  I feel very privileged to have 
been entrusted with this responsibility again. 
 
As I prepared to write this letter I was struck by how much has happened 
since I wrote my first president’s letter in 2008.  At that time my sons were 
in Elementary School, a large part of my job was to provide homebased 
services, and I had a Pontiac.  My sons are now in high school and college, I 
provide outpatient therapy, and I still have a Pontiac. 
 
In the past four years, under the guidance of Dr. Athena Drewes and the 
dedicated NYAPT board, NYAPT has offered more trainings throughout 
the state, supported university trainings, supported student involvement and 
achieved gold branch several times, including this year.  After this year’s 
annual conference the following board members completed their terms of 
service- Athena Drewes-President, Stephen Demanchick-Vice President, 
Rebekah Crofford-Corresponding Secretary, Elizabeth Davis-Recording 
Secretary, Ashley Speno-Student Representative.  Thank you for all your 
efforts, dedication and support! 
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After a (PERC) meeting in August of 2011, the 

committee concluded that further research 

would be beneficial to better understand the 

knowledge of evidence –based practices (EBP). 

and their utilization among IFH staff.  The use 

of evidence based medicine means integrating 

individual clinical expertise with the best 

available external clinical evidence from 

systematic research. This ultimately promises a 

tested framework for providing better outcomes 

to patients. Amy Jaffe Greenberg, LMSW took 

the lead and with input from leadership 

developed, administered and reported finding 

on the internal survey. 

With more than 40 clinicians responding to the 

survey, the feedback will be useful in evaluating 

treatment modalities used by IFH clinicians. 

Encouragingly, staff overwhelming believed 

that they understood the concept of EBP. Of the 

clinciains who cited skeptism of EBP, they 

emphasized the challenges of implememnting a 

model for specific populations or populations 

that place dhigh demands on the clinician. 

Other replied that thye were reluctuctant to 

compartmentalize treatments and preferred to 

progress with  cliemts.  Of those who reguraly 

practiced EBP, most reported that they were 

comfortable with modality and found it 

efficacious. Others EPB users noted that 

insurance and regulations often mandate use of 

EBP.  

Respondents were interested in training 

opportunities provided that they recives 

advance notice note and flexibility in their 

schedule. They replied that they were most 

interested in practices to treat the following 

populations: adolescent and children; 

indivudals affected by trauma and abuse, and 

persons with mental health and substance abuse 

disorders.  The two most requested practices 

were Motivational interviewing and Minmd-

Body Interventions including  Eye Movement 

Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR).  

Discussion in underway on how to take the 

results of the survey and proceed to provide 

meaningful dialogue and opportunities to 

understand the implication of EBP to ensure 

our staff is educated on proven strategies to 

provide the best possinble outcome sofr our 

patients. 

Over the next few months, The Institute will be 

rolling out a new initiative called Health 

Homes. The Health Home initiative seeks to 

reduce Medicaid cost and improve health 

outcomes among the highest utilizIt is not news 

that communication and collaboration are 

critical for complex patients, however, 

providers’ busy schedules do not allow time for 

the follow up and outreach required to deliver 

this type of care. ers of care. Specifically, Health 

Homes target Medicaid patients living with 

multiple chronic illnesses and severe mental 

Illness, and proposes an intensive care model 

based on care coordination and collaboration.  

What Are Health Homes? 

A Health Home is a network of agencies and 

providers who have partnered together in order 

to provide coordinated, collaborative care.  

Instead of receiving disjointed, scattered 

services, health home networks seek to confine 

patient care within a group of cooperative 

agencies with existing systems for information 

exchange. Ultimately, these relationships with 

partner agencies will make it easier to refer 

patients to external services, obtain necessary 

information from specialty providers, and make 

informed treatment decisions. To further 

facilitate care coordination, each patient 

enrolled in the Health Home will have a 

designated Care Manager. This individual will 

be in charge of outreach, follow up, and 

encouraging engagement in care.  Health 

Homes place a premium on communication 

and collaboration between providers. Through 

the establishment of Health Home networks 

and Care Management staff, the ultimate goal is 

to reduce fragmented treatment and eliminate 

the number of patients who fall through the 

cracks and become lost to care.  

Why Are We Excited About Health Homes?  

Health Homes have addressed this need by 

making Care Managers the focal point of the 

initiative. This represents one of the first large 

scale programs to provide funding for care 

coordination activities.  

What Does This Mean for Me?  

Over the next few months, The Institute will be 

welcoming both new staff and new patients.  

Although a trans-disciplinary approach to care 

is not new to The Institute, Health Homes will 

represent a new level of care coordination with 

both internal and external providers. As a 

result, efforts to build our capacity to provide 

integrated, collaborative care will be a focal 

point for Health Home staff. Without a doubt, 

this is the first of many changes that will 

improve our ability to provide quality treatment 

to the patients we serve.  

 More Questions? 

To learn more about the Health Home 

initiative, visit the New York State Department 

of Health’s Health Home webpage at 

http://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medica

id/program/medicaid_health_homes/ 

 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who voted in the last election.  The results of the election were as follows: 
 
President- Mary Anne Assini 
Vice-President- Jillian Kelly 
Recording Secretary- Ann Beckley-Forest 
Corresponding Secretary-Hilary Sutliff 
Board Member- Paola Cummings 
 
Following the election Patricia Garrett Fearing was appointed to the position of Student Representative.   
An initial teleconference board meeting occurred on June 10th and we are looking forward to working with you! 
 
It was wonderful to see those of you who were able to attend the 17th Annual NYAPT conference in Albany 
with Dr. Linda Homeyer  on “Trauma-Informed Sandtray Therapy for the Play Therapist”. Dr. Stephen 
Demanchick also offered a two-hour supervision workshop following the first day of Dr. Homeyer’s training.  
Both presentations were very well received, and we hope you enjoyed the trainings.   
 
For those of you who were not able to attend this year we hope to see you at next year’s annual conference.   
This conference will be held at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Tarrytown on March 24-25, 2017.  We are 
thrilled to be able to offer two days of training presented by Dr. Terry Kottman.  One day will be on Family 
Play Therapy- Adlerian Style and the other day will be on Play for Pre-teen and Teens.  We will keep you 
updated as details unfold. 
 
Please contact me with any questions, ideas or concerns.  I am looking forward to hearing from you! 
 
Playfully, 
 
Mary Anne 
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Get your CE in NY or NJ! 
Each day of training is worth 6 CEUs! 

(unless otherwise noted) 

LOCATIONS:                                                                    

New York and New Jersey                               
 
2016 JULY/AUGUST TRAINING SCHEDULE:  
JULY  
27th  
Use of Art to Understand Child Development in Play Therapy in NY  

28th  
Art as a Neurosequential Approach for Developmental Trauma Treatment in Play Therapy in NY  

29th  
Effective Parenting Strategies for Play Therapists & Child Psychotherapists in NY  
 

AUGUST  
22nd  
Day 1: Dimensions of Containment – Symbolic Meaning of Sandtray in PT & Jungian Sandplay in NY  

23rd  
Day 2: Tales of Sand & Water - Fundamental Elements in Play Therapy & Jungian Sandplay in NY  

22nd & 23rd  
Introduction to Motivational Interviewing in NJ - 2 Day  

24th & 25th  
Child-Centered Play Therapy – 2 day in NJ  

26th  
Play Therapy Based Applications for Trauma-Focused CBT with Children (TF-CBT) in NJ  

27th  
School-Based Play Therapy in NJ  

To register visit the “Training Calendar” tab on our website!  

 

Train with CBPS!                    

Chesapeake Beach Professional Seminars 
240 535 1433 | cbps2006@yahoo.com | www.CBPSeminars.org 

Register Now! 

Register now! 

Space is 

LIMITED! 

 

mailto:cbps2006@yahoo.com
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Regional Training News: 

 

 Check out the Advanced Certificate Program in Play Therapy at Brooklyn College. For more 
information:http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/academics/centers/childadult/projects/play.phphttp
://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/courses/acad/program_info.jsp?major=553&div=G&dept_code=33&dep
t_id=526#553 
 

 From David Schatzkamer: 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/academics/centers/childadult/projects/play.php
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/academics/centers/childadult/projects/play.php
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Staff 
Anniversaries 

 

-1 

Congratulations! 

 

Connect to NYAPT! 
NYAPT Communications works on connections to members, social networking, the newsletter, soliciting 
discussions and interactions, and sharing information with members. If you are interested in submitting 
training information, an article, news, or words of wisdom please contact Jillian at JillianEKelly@gmail.com  

 

 
Check out our website at: http://www.newyorkapt.info/ 
Check out the Association for Play Therapy at: http://www.a4pt.org/ 
 

   Like us on Facebook: New York Association for Play Therapy (NYAPT)  
 Or link to: http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Association-for-Play-Therapy-
NYAPT/188037501208101 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @NYA4PT 
Or link to: http://twitter.com/#!/NYA4PT 
 

Connect to us on Linked In: NY APT 
 Or link to: http://www.linkedin.com/pub/ny-apt/2a/14b/520  
 
And… you can learn from home! 

 
 Audio courses    Book tests          Journal tests  

                                                          
Visit the webpage below and explore the options:  
http://www.a4pt.org/ps.training.cfm?ID=1638 

 

mailto:JillianEKelly@gmail.com
http://www.newyorkapt.info/
http://www.a4pt.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Association-for-Play-Therapy-NYAPT/188037501208101
http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Association-for-Play-Therapy-NYAPT/188037501208101
http://twitter.com/%23!/NYA4PT
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/ny-apt/2a/14b/520
http://www.a4pt.org/ps.training.cfm?ID=1638
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://netdna.copyblogger.com/images/flogo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.copyblogger.com/state-of-facebook-marketing/&usg=__yhPD9ihgESZhvVdKdJIA5vdpkFE=&h=300&w=300&sz=15&hl=en&start=13&sig2=tN2SmqBzLzP0MnDav2o1EQ&zoom=1&tbnid=1dQ1OvpC9F_v8M:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&ei=uhpkUdKXAsbo0wG96YGYAQ&prev=/search?q=facebook&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEQQrQMwDA
http://www.prconversations.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/twitter_icon4.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://placester.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/linkedin-logo.png&imgrefurl=https://placester.com/2012/09/linkedin-endorsements-the-wrong-way-to-recommend/&usg=__wJySESBEqn_v0IPyDwBB2hb9Mwc=&h=512&w=512&sz=31&hl=en&start=12&sig2=E6R_PFo-Ny5ycZ-ETmNKhA&zoom=1&tbnid=3I5_Vfe8f34qGM:&tbnh=131&tbnw=131&ei=7RpkUfLGKvK40AHCiYGwAQ&prev=/search?q=linked+in&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CEIQrQMwCw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media.economist.com/sites/default/files/custom_promotions_content/ec_promotions_audio_large.png&imgrefurl=http://www.economist.com/audio-edition&usg=__hwisyd8ZcnK4NgiWlSEBLYhJekQ=&h=342&w=354&sz=33&hl=en&start=4&sig2=XVzB8wyd9trIm3nbAmyiZQ&zoom=1&tbnid=hZ9Dkzk0C_H1yM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=121&ei=aOpVUd6gI6rK0gG_sYDIBQ&prev=/search?q=audio&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDIQrQMwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rollinsfordlibrary.org/images/booksstackxx.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rollinsfordlibrary.org/&usg=__TH28Ov0rr3y84TXZyPYqjQWBT10=&h=1321&w=872&sz=195&hl=en&start=9&sig2=y75XO-g9iIRTLR1NoivhUA&zoom=1&tbnid=UPCd4PVqQ_V6jM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=99&ei=UOpVUb7sF8Lq0wHg4YGwCg&prev=/search?q=books&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CDwQrQMwCA

